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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  URBAN  SANITARY 

DISTRICT  OF 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  The  Town  Council  of 
the  Borough  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 

April,  1926. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  present  my  14th  and,  I  regret  to  state, 
last  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  1925. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  comprises  504  acres, 
roughly  lj  square  miles. 

The  resident  population  by  the  last  census,  1921,  was 
11,030,  that  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1925 
is  11,330. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

BOROUGH. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  area. 

The  Borough  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Island, 
and  is  well  drained  by  the  River  Medina  which  partly 
flows  through  it,  and  part  of  which  forms  the  Borough 
Boundary.  Being  situated  in  a  valley  almost  entirely  sur¬ 
rounded  by  chalk  downs,  it  enjoys  an  equable  climate 
and  is  protected  from  the  coldest  winds. 

The  subsoil  is  of  a  varied  character,  part  being  clay 
and  part  chalk. 

The  Town  is  well  drained  and  lighted  and  has  a  good 
water  supply,  the  Waterworks  being  the  property  of  the 
Corporation. 
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The  number  of  inhabited  Houses  (1921). 

The  number  of  houses  occupied  in  1921  was  2,756, 
with  an  average  of  4  occupants  to  each  house,  the  number 
of  separate  occupiers  was  3,053. 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. 

The  rateable  value  for  the  Borough  for  1925  was 
^50,974,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
£m  5s.  lid. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Newport 
are  such  as  would  be  found  in  any  similar  Market  Town, 
There  are  a  few  large  residences  and  the  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  are  engaged  in  Trade  and  Commerce  or  are 
employes  of  such  Tradesmen.  With  the  exception  of  a 
Brewery,  several  Flour  Mills,  Electric  Light  and  Gas 
wrorks,  there  are  no  industries  employing  any  great  number 
of  persons,  and  there  are  no  branches  of  work  or  trade 
carried  on  within  the  Borough  which  could  be  considered 
to  have  any  adverse  effect  on  the  Health  of  the  Public. 

Vital  Statistics. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the 
Borough  was  133,  this  is  21  less  than  last  year.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  deaths  which  occurred  in  Institutions,  etc.  outside 
the  Borough  must  be  added  to  this.  viz,.  : 


Forest  House 

Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital 
Isolation  Hospital  (Fairlee) 
River  Medina 

Mental  Hospital  (Whitecroft) 


11 

n 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Gatcombe  ... 
Carisbrooke... 
Lambeth 


30 


A  total  of  30  deaths,  therefore  the  corrected  number 
of  deaths  is  163,  a  decrease  of  14  on  last  year. 
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The  net  deaths  of  civilians  for  the  year  were  as 
follows  :  67  males,  66  females.  These  figures  are  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

A  total  of  163  thus  shows  a  death  rate  of  12*09  per 
1,000  comparing  favourably  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  which  is  12*2  per  1,000. 


« 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only). 

67 

66 

1 

Enteric  fever  . 

1 

— 

2 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

3 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  fever  . 

1 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough  . 

1 

2 

6 

Diphtheria . 

2 

7 

Influenza  ...  . 

3 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica . 

— 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  . 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

2 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

9 

10 

13 

Rheumatic  fever  ... 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes  .  . 

— 

— 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc . 

2 

1 

16 

Heart  disease  . 

9 

8 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis . 

2 

2 

18 

Bronchitis .  . 

8 

5 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

1 

1 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

1 

2 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) . 

— 

2 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  . 

1 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis . 

3 

5 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis .  . 

— 

— 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  preg- 

nancy  and  parturition 

— 

— 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 

tion,  premature  birth 

2 

5 

29 

Suicide  . 

2 

— 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

1 

— 

31 

Other  defined  diseases . 

14 

20 

32 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  .  . 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  j  Total  . 

4 

9 

under  1  year.  (Illegitimate  . 

— 

4 

Total  Births  . 

113 

85 

Legitimate  ...  ...  . 

109 

75 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

10 

Population 


11,330 
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There  were  198  births  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  :  113  males,  85  females  ;  109  males,  75  females 
being  legitimate  ;  4  males,  10  females  being  illegitimate. 

The  population  being  11,330,  the  figure  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General,  the  birth  rate  of  18  per  1,000, 
compares  favourably  with  the  birth  rate  of  England  and 
Wales  which  is  18*3  per  1,000, 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

As  ascertained  from  the  Relieving  Officer  for  Newport 
the  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  in  the  Borough  and  the 
extent  to  which  Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous 
Medical  relief  were  as  follows  : 

£  s-  d- 

Poor  Law  Relief  for  1925  ...  1003  13  11 
Medical  Relief  ...  ...  28  18  2 


Total  ...  ,£1032  12  1 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Acute  Infectious 
Disease. 

The  following  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infect¬ 
ious  disease  notified  during  the  year  1925.  It  also 
includes  the  Tuberculosis  Notifications. 

Small  Pox.  No  case  was  reported  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year.  Several  contacts  were  visited  however, 
notification  of  which  was  received  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Southampton. 

Scarlet  Fever .  There  were  87  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
during  the  year,  83  ot  these  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Fairlee,  the  remaining  4  being  treated  at  home. 
There  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  4  cases  notified  during  the 
year  as  against  1  last  year,  2  cases  this  year  being  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever.  There  were  3  cases  notified  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  this  being  the  same  as  last  year. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica.  There  was  1  case  notified 
during  the  year,  the  first  case  for  three  years. 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and  Influenzal),  Malaria, 
Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever.  There  were  no  cases  notified 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  This  disease  is  now  a  Notifiable  Disease. 
Strict  supervision  is  kept  on  all  chronic  and  acute  cases. 
There  were  8  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year,  an  in¬ 
crease  on  that  of  last  year,  the  number  for  1924  being  5. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1925. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  after  all  cases  of  death  and 
removal  in  every  known  instance.  We  now  have  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  diagnosed  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district. 
Visits  are  paid  to  the  homes  of  those  notified  under  the 
regulations.  Instructions  and  spitting  bottles  are  given 
where  necessary,  notes  being  made  as  to  family  and  per¬ 
sonal  history.  These  precautions  go  a  long  way  to  lessen 
infection  of  this  complaint. 

TABULATED  FORM  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  IN¬ 
FECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  87 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  (Notifiable)  ...  ...  8 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  The  County  Medical  Officer  is  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  Island.  There  is  no  Sanitor- 
ium  in  the  Borough  of  Newport,  but  there  are  three  in 
the  County  area,  viz.  :  Longford  House,  Ventnor,  and 
Whitwell  (Private). 

(2)  Maternity.  There  are  two  Maternity  hospitals  in 
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the  Borough  ;  one  is  a  Public  Institution,  the  other  is  a 
Private  Institution  controlled  by  a  Medical  Practitioner 
of  the  town. 

(3)  Children.  The  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital, 
Ryde,  serves  the  whole  of  the  Island.  Provision  is  made 
for  urgent  cases  in  the  War  Memorial  Nursing  Home, 
Newport. 

(4)  Fever.  The  Isolation  Hospital,  Fairlee,  is  for  cases 
such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria, 
under  the  management  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  supported  by  four  Authorities,  viz.  :  East  Cowes, 
St.  Helens,  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  and  Newport. 

(5)  SmalUpox,  There  has  been  no  case  of  Small-pox 
for  a  number  of  years.  Accommodation  for  Newport 
cases  was  found  at  Ashey,  Isle  of  Wight,  in  a  disused 
school.  This  accommodation  is  still  available. 

(6)  Other.  (General)  ...  County  Hospital,  Ryde. 

There  is  provision  for  nn-married  Mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children  at  Forest  House  and  at  the 
Hostel  at  Staplers,  Newport. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases. — A  motor  ambulance  for  In¬ 
fectious  cases  is  provided  by  the  Isolation  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  For  non- infectious  and  accident  cases. — A  motor 
ambulance  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  County  Hospital.  There  is  also  a  St.  John 
Ambulance  Corps  in  the  town  ;  the  ambulance  can  be 
secured  by  application  to  the  Police. 


Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 
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There  is  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  centre  in  the  town  controlled  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council.  This  is  held  weekly  at  the  Corn  Exchange.  A  Doctor  and  Nurses  who  give  all 
necessary  guidance  and  advice  to  mothers  are  in  attendance  every  Wednesday  afternoon. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  (Part  time).  Diplomas, 
L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S. 

(1)  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector.  (Whole  time). 

Diplomas.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspector. 

do.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

do.  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General :  Newport  War  Memorial  Nursing  Home. 

This  is  not  carried  out  by  either  the  County 
Council  or  the  Local  Authority.  The  financial  ar¬ 
rangements  do  not  concern  the  Corporation. 

(b)  Infections  Disease ,  e.g.  Measles,  etc.:  None. 
Midwives. 

The  Local  Authority  do  not  employ  any  Midwife  or 
make  any  subsidy. 

Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area,  8. 

Chemical  Work. 

Clinical  Research  Association. 


Legislation  in  Force.  Became 

Operative. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 

parts  2,  3  and  5  ...  ...  ...  ...  1891 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ...  ...  1919 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  ...  .  ..\ 

Part  II.,  Section  25,  26,  33 

Part  III.,  Section  34  to  38,  45  to  47  and  51  ...  \  1912 

Part  IV.,  Whole 

Part  VII.,  Section  86  ...  ...  ...  .../ 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1846  to  1925  ...  1919 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

Newport  has  a  constant  supply  of  water  derived  from 
a  well  and  adits  at  Idlecombe.  It  gravitates  to  the 
Waterworks  at  Carisbrooke  being  pumped  thence  to  Reser¬ 
voirs  at  Alvington  from  which  it  is  distributed  through  cast 
iron  pipes  directly  to  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  town. 

There  has  been  no  report  on  plumbo-solvent  action 
as  domestic  supplies  are  carried  out  by  the  use  of  wrought 
iron  tubing. 

The  water  is  pure  and  wholesome  and  of  exceedingly 
good  quality,  as  shewn  by  the  latest  analysis  hereto 
appended. 

The  Clinical  Research  Association,  Limited, 

London,  W.C., 
18-6-25. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  sample  of  water  collected  on  11-6-25  and 
received  here  on  11-6-25  has  been  examined  and  I  have, 
been  instructed  to  forward  the  following  report  thereon. 


Results. 


(i)  Chemical. 

Parts  per 

Grains 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  120°C) 

100,000 

28-80 

per  gall. 
20-160 

Combined  Chlorine... 

3-10 

2-20 

Equivalent  to  NA  Cl 

5-00 

3-40 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0-40 

0-28 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0-0011 

0-0008 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C 

o-oio 

0-007 

Lead  or  Copper 

Nil 

Nil 

Temporary  Hardness  (equivalent  to 
C<iOo  g  1 . . .  ...  ...  ... 

17-5 

12-2 

Permanent  Hardness 

3-5 

2-5 

Total  Hardness 

21-0 

14-7 
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55  per  c.c. 


(ii)  Bacteriological  (Cultural  and  Microscopical) 

Average  number  of  Organisms  pro¬ 
ducing  Visible  Colonies  on  Gela¬ 
tine  Plates,  incubated  at  20‘22°C 
for  3  days... 

Average  Number  of  Organisms  pro¬ 
ducing  Visible  Colonies  on  Agar 
Plates,  incubated  at  37-5°C  for  2 

days  ...  ...  ...  ... 

H .  C o  1 1 . . .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Streptococci  ... 

B.  Enteriditis  Sporogenes  ... 


10  per  c.c. 
not  found  in  100  c.c. 
not  found  in  30  c.c. 
not  found  in  100  c.c. 


Remarks. 

The  result  reveals  no  evidence  of  pollution  and  as 
judged  by  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  the 
water  is  quite  satisfactory  for  drinking. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  bed  adjacent  to  the  Quay  and  its  upper 
reaches  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition  and  some  thousands 
of  tons  of  mud  have  been  removed  during  the  year.  The 
Quay  walls  have  been  cleansed  periodically. 

There  has  been  no  pollution  of  the  river  calling  for 
attention.  The  river  is  tidal,  finding  its  way  into  the  Solent 
at  Cowes. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  of  the  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  the 
Town  gravitates  to  the  Town  Quay,  where  it  is  chemically 
treated,  The  sludge  is  extracted,  pressed  and  sold  for 
manure,  the  effluent  passing  into  the  river  Medina. 

The  whole  of  the  Sewerage  system  is  automatically 
flushed.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  sewers  are  modern 
and  ventilated  by  upcast  shafts  ;  two  streets  have  been 
resewered  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  whole  of  the  accommodation  in  the  Borough 
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with  the  exception  of  live  cottages  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Medina,  is  on  the  water  carriage  system,  the  level  of 
the  five  cottages  mentioned  being  too  low  to  be  connected 
to  the  Corporation  Sewers. 


Scavenging.  • 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation.  There 
are  daily  and  weekly  collections  which  are  removed  to  the 
dump  situated  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  Medina,  on 
the  boundary  of  the  Town. 

There  are  no  privies,  earth  closets,  cesspools  or  ash¬ 
pits  in  the  town.  The  number  of  ash  bins  substituted  for 
ashpits  during  the  last  five  years  amounts  to  22. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  number  of  premises  visited  with  respect  to 
nuisances,  including  visits  where  infectious  disease  occur¬ 
red  was  175,  viz.  :  Infectious  disease  92  ;  Nuisances  83. 
Where  defects  were  present  informal  notice  was  served 
on  the  Owner  and  defects  remedied. 

(a)  The  number  of  Inspections  made  and  nature  of  in¬ 

spection. 

92  Inspections  were  made  at  premises  where 
sickness  (infectious  disease,  cancer  and  tuberculosis) 
was  present. 

83  Inspections  were  made  at  premises  on  com¬ 
plaint  and  otherwise  where  nuisances  were  present. 

(b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year : 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  120 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  3 

(c)  The  result  of  service  of  such  notices  : 

The  whole  of  the  defects  were  satisfactorily 
remedied. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Smoke  nuisance  calls  for  very  slight  comment,  there 
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being  no  large  factories  in  the  town.  The  number  of 
premises  where  a  smoke  nuisance  is  likely  to  occur  amount 
to  5,  these  being  :  electric  light  works,  gas  works,  saw 
mill,  laundry  and  brewery.  There  has  been  no  nuisance 
from  any  of  the  above  premises  during  the  year. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled 
by  Bye-Laws  or  Regulations. 

There  are  one  common  lodging-house,  one  offensive 
trade  premises  and  one  marine  store.  There  are  no 
underground  sleeping  rooms. 

Schools. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  to  the 
elementary  and  private  schools  are  excellent.  Every 
precaution  is  taken  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Nurse  as  to  the  health  of  the  scholars.  One  school  has 
been  disinfected  during  the  year  owing  to  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever. 

Where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  all  children 
occupying  the  same  house  or  premises  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  school  for  the  period  of  two  weeks. 


HOUSING. 

(I.)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  The  general  housing  conditions  have  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority,  who  are  doing 
everything  possible  to  meet  the  present  shortage. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  is  somewhat  marked 
there  being  237  applicants  still  on  the  list,  for 
housing  accommodation. 

,(b)  Measures  taken  by  the  Corporation  :  The 
building  of  34  houses  (74  houses  have  been  erected 
by  the  Corporation  to  date). 

(3)  There  is  no  important  change,  neither  is 
any  change  anticipated  in  the  population  of 
the  town. 
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(II.)  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Overcrowding  is  present  in  the  town,  but 
not  to  any  great  extent. 

(2)  The  cause  for  the  slight  overcrowding  is 
housing  shortage. 

(3)  The  Corporation  are  building  to  over¬ 
come  this  shortage. 

(4)  There  has  been  no  case  of  serious  over¬ 
crowding. 

(in  .)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  houses  in  the  area. 

The  standard  of  houses  in  the  Borough  does 
not  call  for  any  adverse  comment. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
in  unfit  houses. 

There  are  3  unfit  houses,  with  defects  as 
generally  detailed  on  page  32. 

(c)  The  defects  mentioned  were  due  to  im¬ 
proper  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  owners. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses. 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts.  There  was  no  action 
taken  with  regard  to  housing  under  these  Acts. 

(b) -  Housing  Acts.  All  matters  relating  to  unfit 
houses  were  dealt  with  under  these  Acts. 

(3)  There  were  slight  difficulties  with  respect  to 
remedying  unfit  or  dilapidated  houses,  these  being 
dealt  with  under  Sec.  28,  H.T.P.A.,  1919,  and 
Sec.  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

It  cannot  be  said  any  special  arrangements 
are  in  force  with  respect  to  the  carrying  out  of 
repairs,  but  diplomatic  action  is  relied  upon,  after 
informal  notices  have  been  served. 
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(4)  Conditions  affecting  housing  as  regards  water 
supply,  closet  accommodation,  refuse  disposal. 

With  respect  to  refuse  disposal,  this  calls  for 
no  comment,  the  whole  of  the  town  being  cleared 
each  week. 

With  respect  to  water  supply,  this  is  good. 

Improvements  are  being  made  gradually* 
Indoor  supply  has  been  provided  where  hitherto 
outside  supply  only  has  been  available. 

Closet  Accommodation  is  fairly  good.  In 
many  cases  flushing  apparatus  has  been  installed 
where  necessary.  This  is  done  under  Sec.  36, 
P.H.A.,  1875. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  town. 
There  are  small  areas,  or  rather  small  blocks  of 
dwellings  which,  if  removed,  would  be  of  marked 
benefit  to  the  town.  Housing  accommodation 
being  scarce,  this  at  the  present  moment  is  im¬ 
possible. 

(V.)  Bye-Laws  Relating  to  Houses  ;  to  Houses  Let 
in  Lodgings  ;  and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc. 

As  to  working  of  existing  bye-laws. 

The  Bye-Laws  in  force  are  working  admirably. 

(VI.)  General  and  Miscellaneous. 

This  calls  for  no  special  mention. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  number  ...  ...  48 

(b)  With  State  assistance  : 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  ...  34 

(ii)  By  other  persons  ...  13 

47 
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1.  Unfit  Dwelling  H  ouses  : — 

Inspection  : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  In¬ 

spected  for  Housing  Defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  119 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910.  ...  ...  ...  119 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to 

be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre¬ 
ceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — - 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act, 

.1919,  and  Section  3.  H.,  Town  Plan¬ 
ning,  &c.,  Act,  1925.  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  to  which  Notices  were 
served  requiring  Repairs  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which 
were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ...  1 
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(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  Operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
Intentions  to  Close  ...  ...  Nil. 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  of  which  Notices  were 
served  requiring  Defects  to  be 
Remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 
which  Defects  were  Remedied — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  De¬ 

fault  of  Owners  ...  Nil. 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1,  14  and 

15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  Representations  made 

with  a  view  to  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition  Or¬ 
ders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  De¬ 

molished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  produced  in  and  around  the  Borough  is  of 
excellent  quality.  The  arrangements  for  supply  and  dis¬ 
tribution  call  for  no  comment,  all  Dairies  and  Milkshops 
being  Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Act,  1922. 

(i.)  Action  taken  as  to  Tuberculous  Milk  and  Tuberculous 
Cattle. 

Where  it  is  known  or  where  a  case  is  reported 
that  an  animal  is  Tuberculous,  arrangements  are  made 
for  inspection  of  animal  by  Veterinary  Surgeon  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  and, 
if  the  disease  is  confirmed,  the  animal  is  slaughtered. 
This  is  carried  out  on  the  authority  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Council. 

(ii.)  Number  of  Licences  granted  for  the  Sale  of 
Milk  under  Special  Designation,  classified  as 
in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1923  ;  types  of  Apparatus 
Licensed  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  Milk 

(iii.)  Refusal  or  Revocation  of  Registration  of  Re¬ 
tailers  or  of  Licences  for  Graded  Milk  with 
reasons  for  the  refusal  or  revocation  ... 

(iv.)  The  summarized  results  of  the  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Samples  of  Graded  and  other 

ibr  ilk.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


(b)  Meat. 

(i.)  Meat  Inspection  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1924. 

The  Inspection  of  Meat  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 
Visits  are  made  to  the'STaughterlronses  and  inspection 
made  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

Tnere  are  no  arrangements  made  in  the  Borough 
for  marking,  and  there  has  been  no  application  from 
any  person  concerned  in  the  meat  trade. 
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Tuberculosis  in  food  animals  is  the  most  prev¬ 
alent  disease,  distomum  hepaticum  takes  second  place, 
dropsy  and  jaundice  are  fairly  common.  Strongulus, 
peritonitis,  pleurisy,  Johne’s  disease,  actinomycosis, 
septicaemia,  tumours,  echinococcus  and  joint  ill,  peri¬ 
carditis,  mastitis,  trichina  spiralis,  hydatid  cysts,  partu¬ 
rition  are  of  rare  occurrence. 

Condemned  Meat  is  destroyed  by  burning. 

(ii.)  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions  Act ,  1924,  as  regards  stalls,  shops,  stores  and 
vehicles. 

Under  the  above  regulations,  except  in  Slaughter¬ 
houses  where  special  days  are  set  apart,  notice  of 
Slaughter  is  demanded  by  the  Corporation  by  means 
of  a  post-card  stating  time,  date  and  place  of  intended 
slaughter  of  animals. 

Periodical  inspection  is  carried  out  of  all  Meat 
Shops. 

All  meat  carried  in  vehicles  is  covered.  No  meat 
is  allowed  to  be  conveyed  from  any  Slaughterhouse 
unless  laid  on  a  clean  surface. 

(iii.)  The  Management  of  Public  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  public  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough. 


Private  Slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Borough. 


In  I 

n  January, 

In  December 

1920. 

1925. 

1925. 

Registered  4 

4 

4 

Licensed  9 

9 

9 

Other  Foods. 

Unsound  Foodstuffs 

are  burnt. 

Food  inspection  is  carried  out  regularly.  Food 
of  various  kinds  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered 
during  the  year.  None  has  been  seized  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Bakehouses  in  the 
Borough  is  satisfactory. 

,(d)  There  has  been  no  report  of  any  case  of  Food 
Poisoning  during  the  year. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 


The  prevalence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  will 
be  gathered  by  the  following  figures  : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Small  Pox... 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Erysipelas . 

2 

2 

4 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

29 

19 

7 

18 

87 

Enteric  ...  . 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis... 

Chicken  Pox 

. 

27 

23 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

10 

2 

17 

Malaria  . 

Dysentery . 

Trench  Fever  . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

13 

18 

4 

5 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis... 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Ophthalmic 

Neonatorum... 

1 

Totals  ... 

51 

49 

61 

72 

102 
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Scarlet  Fever  predominates. 

The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  all  Swabs  taken 
in  Diphtheria  cases  is  done  by  the  Clinical  Research  Asso¬ 
ciation.  When  swabs,  etc.,  are  submitted,  new  swabs  are 
returned  to  the  medical  man  with  the  result  of  swab 
sent.  In  cases  of  Diphtheria  Anti- toxin  is  supplied  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Where  infectious  disease  has  occurred  contacts  (in 
the  case  of  children)  are  not  allowed  to  attend  School  until 
14  days  have  expired,  and  advice  is  given  to  adults  and, 
where  necessary,  they  are  requested  to  remain  in  quaran¬ 
tine  for  a  short  period. 

Almost  every  case  of  infectious  disease  is  sent  to 
Hospital  A  very  few  cases  are  treated  at  home  and  these 
are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  All 
help  and  Disinfectants  are  given  free. 

There  has  been  only  one  return  case  of  any  infectious 
disease  during  the  last  hve  years.  This  was  a  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  the  patient  came  from  a  Hospital  on  the 
Mainland,  viz.  :  Brighton,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  Ithe 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Fairlee,  Isle  of  Wight. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  ‘‘Schick  &  Dick”  tests 
with  respect  to  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  (a)  Primary  Vaccinations  is  42 

(b)  Re- Vaccinations  is  1 

There  was  a  small  number  of  cases  of  Mumps,  Chick¬ 
en  Pox,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and  Influenza 

Except  for  Influenza,  all  cases  as  above  are  notified 
by  the  School  Authorities  and,  where  necessary,  Schools 
are  fumigated,  the  School  concerned  being  temporarily 
closed. 

With  respect  to  Influenza,  there  were  four  deaths 
during  the  year,  No  special  enquiry  was  made. 

One  other  disease  receiving  attention  was  Cancer. 
All  premises  where  death  took  place  owing  to  this  disease 
were  fumigated  and,  where  deemed  necessary,  bedding, 
etc.,  destroyed. 

With  respect  to  Anthrax  and  Rabies  no  case  has  been 
reported  during  the  last  6  years. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
During  the  Year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

87 

83 

1 

Diphtheria . 

4 

4 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (inclu¬ 
ding  Paratyphoid) 

3 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

Nil. 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neon¬ 
atorum... 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Encephalitis  Leth- 
argica... 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

No  provision  is  available  for  the  cleansing  of  vermin¬ 
ous  adults,  but  suitable  provision  is  made  for  the  cleansing 
of  verminous  school  children  at  the  School  Clinic  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority,  and  see  page  30. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pul¬ 

monary. 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

Pul¬ 

monary, 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

1 

10 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

11 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925. 

There  has  been  no  case  interviewed  in  the  Borough 
under  these  regulations  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  OR  INSPECTORS 

OF  NUISANCES, 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

46 

3 

Nil. 

Workshops  ...  ...  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laund¬ 
ries) 

69 

4 

Nil. 

Workplaces...  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

Total  ... 

17 

Nil. 

Nil. 

132 

7 

Nil. 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

which  Pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  ...  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  ...  . 

Sanitary  i  insufficient  . 

Accom-  \  unsuitable  or  defective 
modation  (not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  :  — 

4 

4 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101)  . 

Other  offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921. 

y  i 

1 

i 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  ... 

5 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES, 

SECTION  108. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

Instances. 

Notices 

Served. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Wearing  Apparel  — 

Making,  etc.  ...  . 

Cleaning  and  washing  . 

Household  Linen  ... 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  Upholstery 

Electro-plate  . 

File  making  . 

Brass  and  brass  articles  ... 

Fur  pulling  ... 

Cables  and  chains...  . 

Anchors  and  Grapnels  ... 

Cart  gear  . 

Locks,  latches  and  keys . 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Sacks  ... 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags . 

Brush  making 

Pea  Picking . 

Feather  sorting  . 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc . 

Stuffed  toys . 

Basket  making  . 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  . 

Cosaques.  Christmas  crackers,  Christ¬ 
mas  stockings,  etc.  ...  . 

Textile  weaving  ...  ...  . 


Nil. 


Nil. 


I 


T 


OTAL 


1 


1 


Prose¬ 

cutions. 


(4) 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 
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It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  again  acknowledge 
my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
that  has  always  been  shewn  me  by  the  members  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  FOSTER. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Health  Department, 

Borough  Offices, 

38,  Quay  Street, 

Newport,  I.W. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor ,  and  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Newport,  l.W. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  of  work  carried 
out  under  my  direct  supervision,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1925. 

COMPLAINTS. 

140  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  houses  and 
premises  within  the  Borough.  Of  these,  83  were  on  com¬ 
plaint  or  by  request,  and  to  work  in  progress. 

120  notices  of  a  preliminary  nature  were  served  to 
abate  the  nuisances  found. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  in  no  instance  was  it  found 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

TABLE  A. 

DETAILS  OF  OPERATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  FOR 
THE  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

20  New  drains  laid  to  houses  and  other  premises. 

10  Defective  drains  repaired. 

14  Drains  ventilated  at  head  of  system 
27  Choked  drains  cleared. 

1  Old  masonry  drain  found  and  abolished. 

3  Closet  structures  repaired. 

14  Defective  or  obsolete  closet  pans  removed,  and  new 
provided. 

11  Old  traps  removed  and  new  stoneware  gullies  fixed. 

24  Intercepting  traps  with  fresh-air  inlets  fixed. 
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19  New  fresh-air  inlets  to  drains  provided,  or  defective 
ones  repaired. 

51  Inspection  chambers  to  drains  built. 

24  Soil  pipes  and  vent  pipes  outside  buildings  fixed. 

1  New  sanitary  convenience  and  water  supply  fixed. 

28  Defective  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  new  provided. 

37  Waste  pipes  from  baths,  lavatories  and  sinks  trapped. 
14  Offensive  accumulations  removed. 

4  Nuisances  abated  from  stables  and  manure  pits. 

120  Rooms  disinfected. 

4  Rooms  cleansed  and  repapered,  etc.,  after  infectious 
cases  nursed  at  home. 

6  Dirty  premises  limewashed  and  cleansed. 

11  Pig-styes  limewashed  and  cleansed. 

2  Yards  paved  with  impervious  material. 

12  Cowsheds  limewashed. 

13  Slaughterhouses  limewashed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 


With  regard  to  work  in  connection  with  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases,  rooms  in  various  houses  were  disin¬ 
fected  with  formalin  vapour  after  the  following  cases  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Phthisis 
Cancer... 
Enteric  Fever... 


87 

4 

8 

16 

3 
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When  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
the  bedding,  etc.,  was  also  removed  and  steam  disinfected. 
In  cases  of  Cancer  most  of  the  bedding  was  destroyed. 

Nodehill  Infants’  School  was  disinfected  once  during 
the  year  owing  to  a  slight  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


MEAT,  OTHER  FOODS,  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

INSPECTION. 

641  visits  have  been  made  to  Slaughterhouses,  and 
limewashing,  drainage,  and  periodical  removal  of  offal 
and  manure  have  received  good  attention,  a  verbal  notice 
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being  found  sufficient  in  every  instance  to  remedy  any 
breach  of  the  Byelaws. 

The  work  of  Meat  Inspection  naturally  takes  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  time. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  visit  the  premises 
during  the  process  of  slaughter,  especially  where  notice  of 
slaughter  has  been  given,  to  ensure  adequate  inspection  of 
the  carcasses  and  organs. 


DRESSED  CARCASSES  EXAMINED. 


Pigs  ... 
Sheep 
Beasts 
Calves 


Total 


3082 

276 
191 

277 

3826 


DISEASED  OR  UNSOUND  FOOD  DESTROYED. 


Carcasses  of  Beef  (weight) 
Carcasses  of  Pigs 
Carcasses  of  Sheep 
Carcasses  of  Calves 

Offal  . 

Tinned  Goods 
Chicken 
Chestnuts  ... 


n 


n 


Tons 

2 

1 


cwts. 

3 

9 

1 

1 

1 


qrs.  lbs. 
3 
5 

20 
8 
1 
16 
8 

0  0 


0 

0 

1 

0 

1 


Total 


19 


0 


DAIRIES,  COW-SHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

Under  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk  Shops 
Orders,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  are  required 
to  be  registered  by  the  Town  Council. 
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At  present  there  are  upon  the  register  9  Dairies  and 
10  Cow-sheds.  These  have  been  inspected,  a  total  of  37 
visits  having  been  made.  The  Regulations  with  regard  to 
Lime-washing  and  Cleansing  have  been  carried  out  satis¬ 
factorily. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
Borough.  This  is  situated  in  South  Street.  Twelve  visits 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  found 
in  good  order. 


CINEMA  THEATRES. 

There  are  three  Cinema  Theatres  in  the  Borough. 
The  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year  1922  issued 
orders  for  their  periodical  inspection.  This  has  been  done, 
39  visits  having  been  made  during  the  year — a  slight  in¬ 
crease  on  the  number  of  last  year’s  visits  due  to  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  devoted  to  the  de¬ 
tection  of  faulty  drains  and  the  supervision  of  their  repair 
or  renewal.  A  good  deal  of  this  work  is  usually  the  result  of 
house  inspections,  whilst  part  is  the  outcome  of  complaints 
as  to  nuisances,  the  investigation  of  which  frequently  leads 
to  the  re-laying  of  house  drains. 


General  Character  of  the  Defects  Found, 

(1)  Defective  Drainage. 

(2)  Lack  of  Proper  W.C.  Accommodation. 

(3)  Damp  and  Dark  Rooms. 

(4)  Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings,  Defective  Floors, 
Walls,  Roofs,  Flushing  Cisterns,  &c. 

(5)  Insufficient  Ventilation. 

(6)  Defective  Windows,  Sash  Lines,  &c. 
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CONCLUSION. 

In  addition  to  the  matters  already  set  out,  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  time  is  of  necessity  taken  up  in  keeping 
various  registers  and  records,  in  interviewing  owners  or 
agents  of  property,  and  other  administrative  work  which 
cannot  well  be  tabulated. 

I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  F.  HART, 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 


